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even better.   
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Memorial Day Tribute 
 

Originally called Decoration Day, 
Memorial Day is a day of 
remembrance for those who died in 
our nation’s service.  First observed 
on May 30, 1868 flowers were 
placed on the graves of Union and 
Confederate soldiers at Arlington 
Cemetery.   

I watched the flag pass by one day.  
It fluttered in the breeze. 
A young Marine saluted it, 
and then he stood at ease. 
I looked at him in uniform 
So young, so tall, so proud, 
He'd stand out in any crowd. 
I thought how many men like him 
Had fallen through the years. 
How many died on foreign soil? 
How many mothers' tears? 
How many pilots' planes shot down? 
How many died at sea? 
How many foxholes were soldiers' graves? 
No, freedom isn't free.  

I heard the sound of TAPS one night, 
When everything was still 
I listened to the bugler play 
And felt a sudden chill. 
I wondered just how many times 
That TAPS had meant "Amen," 
When a flag had draped a coffin 
Of a brother or a friend. 
I thought of all the children, 
Of the mothers and the wives, 
Of fathers, sons and husbands 
With interrupted lives. 
I thought about a graveyard 
At the bottom of the sea 
Of unmarked graves in Arlington. 
No, freedom isn't free. 

Freedom is Not Free by Kelly Strong 

 

Happiness Abounds at the   
Allentown Rose Garden  

 

Weekends at the Allentown Rose Garden are 
busy these days. In fact, it is oftentimes 
difficult to find a parking spot. Tis the season 
for bridal parties, friends and family.  Travis 
and Robyn Butz married on Tuesday May 20 
and luckily had the entire beautiful Rose 
Garden to themselves.  
 

Congratulations and best wishes to the 
happy couple! 

Birdwatching Discovery Walk Absolutely Delightful 
 

Saturday was a perfect day to be out and about in 
Allentown’s Parks. Scott Burnet of the Lehigh Valley 
Audubon Society led our “Birdwatching for Beginners” 
Discovery Walk at scenic Trexler Park and participants 
made 34 discoveries! We identified 32 different birds and 
included a discussion on the history of Trexler Park with two 
additional discoveries - the Springhouse and the statue of        

 General Harry C. Trexler. 
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