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PARK PICKS
by
FRIENDS OF THE ALLENTOWN PARKS
Friends Organizations Play Vital Roles in
Communities—excerpts from “Parks & Recreation”
January 2011 issue

Greening Our Community




Jordan Park (left)
Bird Town Native Plant
Demonstration Garden
(bottom)
South Street Park (right)

Join Friends today! Become a
member and help make
Allentown’s great park system
even better.
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Contribute to Friends of the Allentown Parks
via United Way
We are pleased to announce that
Friends of the Allentown Parks
is a United Way approved
organization for the Donor Choice
Program. Simply complete your United Way Donor
Designation Form and list Friends of the Allentown
Parks as your
designated
charitable
organization.
If you’ve already submitted your form, you may
change your designation by contacting Donna
Rohrbach—610-807-5737 or donnar@unitedwayglv.org
Thank-you for your support!

No longer just booster groups, friends organizations
now function as essential partners. They run nature
centers, keep invasive plants in check, lead tours,
conduct fundraisers, execute PR campaigns and write
grants. Most are comprised of just average citizens.
Park-supporting “friends groups” perform a staggering
array of services, and they tend to evolve according to
the needs of the programs and facilities they serve.
Educating Our Children






Flyfishing the Little Lehigh (top
right)
Backyard Birds Presentation
(right)
Tree Maintenance at Trout
Nursery Arboretum (bottom
left)
Bug Discovery Walk (middle)
Trout Creek Discovery Walk
(bottom right)

Community Service




7th Day Adventist
Church—Cedar Creek
Parkway (top left)
The Home Depot –
Jordan Park (top right)
Dieruff High School
Honor Society—Trout
Creek Parkway (left)

Friends groups have been
around for a long time;
many date to the 1970s and 1980s, when suburban
sprawl first began to encroach upon beloved nature
preserves, historic sites, and parkland. Typically a
citizen’s group would coalesce around such crises as
development threats or budget cuts. After successfully
confronting the crisis, the citizens would then continue
to function as a “booster” group to enhance programs
and improve facilities.
That park booster paradigm has shifted. In this era of
budget cuts and stretched resources, the roles of
organized, skilled citizen volunteers have expanded into
areas that formerly fell wholly under the jurisdiction of
park employees. Moreover, friends groups increasingly
serve in the role of providing the funding necessary to
keep the objects of their causes going. And close
working relationships between park and recreation
agencies and local citizen volunteers ensure parks
address the needs and interests of the public.
Friends of the Allentown Parks
2700 Parkway Boulevard
Phone: 610-432-7275
Allentown, PA 18104 info@allentownparks.org
www.allentownparks.org

