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Join Friends today! Become a
member and help make
Allentown’s great park system
even better.

New! Bird Town Native Plant Garden

Take a stroll in
Cedar Creek Parkway
west of the Malcolm
Gross Rose Garden and
you will find two
beautifully
mulched
garden beds. Volunteers
were busy this past
weekend removing sod
and invasive plants as
well as planting native shrubs within and behind the
beds (marked with blue ribbons). The effort serves
several purposes, to:
 protect the stream by allowing rainwater runoff
from streets, driveways, and lawns to be
absorbed and filtered of pollutants thereby
improving the water quality of the stream
 provide flood control
 increase the native plant population while
decreasing the existence of invasive plants
 attract local wildlife such as native birds and
butterflies, and
 be aesthetically pleasing.
The beds also serve to demonstrate that gardening
with native plants can be attractive and utile.
Working with Edge of
the Woods Native Plant
Nursery and a local
botanist, native plants
were selected based upon
existing vegetation, soil,
water and other local
conditions. Shrubs were
also chosen to provide
staggered
blooming
periods, and, to pique public interest. Perennials and
Winterberry Holly will join the Redosier Dogwood,
Black Chokeberry, Blueberry, Buttonbush, Swamp Rose
and other flora in a Spring 2012 planting.

Ninebark

Do you remember the
annual “Burning of the
Greens?” Have pictures?
Tell us about it...

Great Blue Heron observing volunteers!

Buttonbush

Black Chokeberry

Swamp
Rose

Friends of the Allentown Parks
thanks Edge of the Woods Native
Plant Nursery for their fervent interest
in the design and implementation of our
project; Muhlenberg College student
members of Habitat
for
Humanity,
professor Dr. Kimberly Heiman and students as
well as Pat and Jay Hudson for graciously giving
of their time, energy and enthusiasm to move this
project forward; an anonymous donor for
providing the funds necessary to begin this multiphase project; and the Allentown Department of
Parks and Recreation for generously providing
tools, materials and support.
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